ITALY    ATTACKS    GREECE

of staff officers to meet emergencies including sickness or casualties
had been authorized by Air Ministry.

Reinforcement Wellingtons were now passing through Malta
en route to Egypt and the arrangement was that some sixteen of
them should at any one time be available at Malta for operations
against Italian ports either in North Africa or Italy. For a short
time a certain amount of confusion arose as to whether Air
Ministry or I should give them their objectives, we both had ideas
on the subject and eventually it was ruled to be my responsibility
but that efforts should be directed to afford help to Greece by
attacks on Italian communications with Albania. Alternative
targets should be Italian centres of communication, excluding
Rome.

Within a fortnight of the Italians attacking Greece the British
squadrons, still further reinforced by Wellingtons, were giving
valuable and encouraging support to the Greeks. In the early
stages the Italians had made some small progress into Greek
territory, supported by Italian air attacks which the numerically
inferior Greek Air Force was unable to check. Coinciding with the
arrival of the British squadrons the situation changed to the
advantage of the Greeks in their frontier operations. By the third
week in November they had captured Koritza and driven the
Italians back across the frontier. These successes were supported
by the attacks of our Blenheim squadrons on Valona and Sarande
Bay, as well as on the aerodromes in Albania within reach. Well-
ingtons from Malta were also attacking the Adriatic ports of Ban
and Brindisi, whence reinforcements were going to Valona. In
addition the Fleet Air Arm had made their famous attack on
Taranto (November nth), details of which I heard from the
Admiral when I saw him on his return from this very enterprising
naval operation. The standing patrols of the Blenheim fighters in
the vicinity of Athens seemed to have had the desired effect as no
heavy enemy air raids had developed in that direction after the
original combat success of No* 30 Squadron. The Greeks were
certainly receiving all possible support from the Navy and R. A.F.^
and it was an appropriate moment to pay a visit and see how
Dalbiac was getting on. I flew over to Athens on the 22nd Novem-
ber in a Sunderland and found him established with his head-
quarters at the Grande Bretagne Hotel. King George II, General
Metaxas (the Prime Minister) and General Papagos the G.-in-G.
of the Greek Forces also had their headquarters in the same
building and I was granted an interview with them.